
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS - COMPETITION 
• Q - Can students from other classes, including non-CTAE classes join SkillsUSA and participate 

in our leadership contests?   
A - Yes, they would be eligible to participate in any leadership contest, but would have to be in a 
career/technology program to be eligible for the skills competition.   

• Q – What is the difference between Job Skill Demo A and Job Skill Demo Open 
A -  Requirements to enter JSD-A are 1) the student must be enrolled in a training program that matches 
our national contests.  Examples would be auto service tech, culinary arts, graphics, etc.  Examples 
where they would not be eligible would be upholstery, meat cutting, biochemistry, landscaping, etc. 
because we do not hold a contest in any of those areas.    2) They must demonstrate a skill they are 
currently being taught in their specific training program. 
JSD-O has no restrictions.  Contestants can be enrolled in any program (including those with skills related 
to national contests) and may demonstrate any technical skill.  It doesn't matter if they are learning it in 
their training program, apprenticeship program, work or their next-door neighbor taught them. 

Sample Scenario:  
The Auto Service Teacher has a test at his high school to determine his best students to place into the 
SkillsUSA Contests and these are the results: 

The Auto Service Technology Instructor enters a student in: 
*  Automotive Service Technology Contest and he also enters his next student in 

*  Job Skill Demo A (demonstrating Automotive Service Technology) and then he enters his next student 
in 
*  Job Skill Demo Open (also demonstrating Auto Service Technology or some other type of automotive 
skill) 
Also, remember that Action Skills is another great contest that is similar in scope to Job Skills Demo A 
and Open BUT the student must have an IEP on file with the school to be eligible.   

• Q – Will SkillsUSA still have Healthcare Science contests at the 2011 conference?   
A – The SkillsUSA National Leadership and Skills Conference will continue to hosts Healthcare Science 
contests during the national competition in Kansas City, MO.  SkillsUSA has hosted such contests since 
the organization’s inception and plans to continue to do so.  On the state level though, we will not be 
hosting a hands-on competition for the Healthcare Science contests at either the regional or state level.  
We do though have a process in place for those students that wish to advance to the National Leadership 
and Skills Conference for competition.  The process includes developing a portfolio of work and 
achievement and possibly taking a written test to determine the student to advance to nationals.  This 
process for advancement has been in place for three years now for other contests that we do not hold on 
the state level but are held on the national level.  Once the new 2011 Technical Standards has been 
published, we will update the process to include new information as it pertains to these contests and then 
post in to our website.   
  
Have a competition question?  Email Gayle Silvey at gsilvey@skillsusageorgia.org and we will hunt down 
the answer!   

	
  


